
The Mérieux family initially focused its attention on vaccine 

development, which saved untold millions of lives in our first 

great battle with pathogenic microorganisms. As a follow-on 

to those efforts, the family subsequently launched bioMérieux 

based on a foresight that proved to be prophetic: humanity’s 

battle with infectious disease must shift to early detection 

and diagnosis. The company has pioneered many major 

innovations in microbiology, from automated blood culturing 

to microbiology informatics.  

The company marked its 50th anniversary in 2013 with key 

celebrations at its U.S. headquarters in Durham NC, which the 

company acquired from Organon Teknika Diagnostic in 2001. 

Durham is the global production site of supplies for the BacT/

ALERT® automated blood culturing platform, which is used 

by tens of thousands of labs around the globe and is central 

to U.S. blood banking infrastructure for early detection of 

contaminated blood products. The company currently employs 

approximately 650 in North Carolina. 

WHO WE ARE

bioMérieux‘s VITEK® family of products was born of a space-

race collaboration between NASA and McDonnel Douglas, but 

bioMérieux identified its tremendous potential for advancing 

public health here on earth. Today, it is the preferred system 

for bacterial pathogen identification and resistance profiling by 

leading government, academic and hospital labs around the 

world.

bioMérieux provides diagnostic solutions (reagents, 

instruments, software) which determine the source of 

disease and contamination to improve patient health and 

ensure consumer safety. Its products are used for diagnosing 

infectious diseases and providing high medical value results 

for cancer screening and monitoring and cardiovascular 

emergencies. They are also used for detecting microorganisms 

in agri-food, pharmaceutical and cosmetic products. As such, 

the company is the leader in battling infectious diseases  

at the main points of human contact: the farm, the dinner 

table, and the hospital bed.

bioMérieux is a world leader in the field of rapid detection and diagnosis of infectious 
disease, dramatically reducing the time it takes to accurately identify an ever-growing 
population of antibiotic-resistant organisms. 



bioMérieux’s growing portfolio supports its high medical value approach: 

• Novel biomarkers such as VIDAS® B R A H M S PCT™, that support earlier detection of systemic inflammation and 

evaluate if the therapy is impacting PCT levels

• Molecular panels using BioFire’s FilmArray® to enable rapid identification of respiratory illnesses, sepsis and infectious 

gastro intestinal diarrhea

• The first U.S. FDA 510(k) de novo clearance, Mass Spectroscopy based solution VITEK® MS, that can provide microbial 

identification of the most common gram positive, gram negative and yeasts in minutes, enabling clinicians to confirm 

diagnosis and initiate treatment options

• Gold standard solutions that deliver antibiotic sensitivity results such as VITEK® 2 and Etest®, helping clinicians to 

confirm the right antibiotics at the right dosage

• Leading clinical informatics, Myla® and professional services that enable optimal lab efficiency and enhanced 

information with traceability enabling laboratories to deliver actionable information to clinicians on time

• Bacterial enumeration and microphage-based solutions to identify contaminated food that may be laden antibiotic 

resistant bacteria because of antibiotic overuse with livestock.
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REAL WORLD UTILITY 
Antibiotic Resistance is a complex problem today with potential catastrophic implications in the 
Future, in the absence of real action. Antibiotic resistant infections add considerable but possibly 
avoidable costs to an already overburdened healthcare system. 

With traditional microbiology systems, it takes several days 

to precisely diagnose an infectious organism,  identify which 

drugs to which it may be immune and determine which 

therapies will be most efficacious in destroying it. This delay 

in actionable clinical information prolongs the use of broad-

spectrum antibiotics—which, ironically, likely contributes to the 

problem of resistance while increasing patient length of stay 

and health and system-related costs.

As the world leader in microbiology solutions, and the in vitro 

diagnostics pioneer, bioMérieux recognizes that by getting  

clinically relevant diagnostic information to the clinician more 

quickly, antibiotic misuse and overuse can be curbed, facility-

based costs reduced, and patient outcomes improved.   

This is bioMerieux’s mission.


